I, JIM SMITH, Secretary
of State of the State of Florida, do
hereby give notice that an election
will be held in each county in
Florida on November 8, 1988, for
the ratification or rejection of
proposed amendments to the
Constitution of the State of
Florida:

NO. 1
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE 111, SECTION 17

ARTICLE 111
LEGISLATURE

SECTION 17.
Impeachment.--

(a) The governor, lieutenant
governor, members of the cabinet,
justices of the supreme court,
judges of district courts of appeal,
and judges of circuit courts, and
judges of county courts shall be
liable to impeachment for
misdemeanor in office. The house
of representatives by two-thirds
vote shall have the power to
impeach an officer. The speaker of
the house of representatives shall
have power at any time to appoint
a committee to investigate
charges against any officer subject
to impeachment.

(b) An officer impeached by
the house of representatives shall
be disqualified from performing
any official duties until acquitted
by the senate, and unless the
governor is impeached he may by
appointment fill the office until
completion of the trial.

(c) All impeachments by
the house of representatives shall
be tried by the senate. The chief
justice of the supreme court, or
another justice designated by him,
shall preside at the trial, except in
a trial of the chief justice, in which
case the governor shall preside.
The senate shall determine the
time for the trial of any
impeachment and may sit for the
trial whether the house of
representatives be in session or
not. The time fixed for trial shall
not be more than six months after
the impeachment. During an
impeachment trial senators shall
be upon their oath or affirmation.

PROPOSED
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENTS* TO BE
VOTED ON
NOVEMBER 8, 1988

NOTICE OF ELECTION

No officer shall be convicted
without the concurrence of two-
thirds of the members of the
senate present. Judgment of
conviction in cases of
impeachment shall remove the
offender from office and, in the
discretion of the senate, may
include disqualification to hold
any office of honor, trust or profit.
Conviction or acquittal shall not
affect the civil or criminal
responsibility of the officer.

NO. 2
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE I, SECTION 16

ARTICLE 1
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

SECTION 16. Rights of
accused and of vietims.--

(a) In all criminal
prosecutions the accused shall,
upon demand, be informed of the
nature and cause of the accusation
against him, and shall be
furnished a copy of the charges,
and shall have the right to have
compulsory process for witnesses,
to confront at trial adverse
witnesses, to be heard in person,
by counsel or both, and to have a
speedy and public trial by
impartial jury in the county where
the crime was committed. If the
county is not known, the
indictment or information may
charge venue in two or more
counties conjunctively and proof
that the crime was committed in
that area shall be sufficient; but
before pleading the accused may
elect in which of those counties he
will be tried. Venue for prosecution
of crimes committed beyond the
boundaries of the state shall be
fixed by law.

(b) Victims of crime or their
lawful representatives, including
the next of kin of homicide
victims, are entitled to the right to
be informed, to be present, and to
be heard when relevant, at all
crucial stages of criminal
proceedings, to the extent that
these rights do not interfere with
the constitutional rights of the
accused.
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NO. 3
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE VII, SECTION 4

ARTICLE VII
TAXATION

SECTION 4. Taxation;
assessments.--By general law
regulations shall be prescribed
which shall secure a just valuation
of all property for ad valorem
taxation, provided:

(a) Agricultural land, land
producing high water recharge to
Florida’s aquifers or land used
exclusively for non-commercial
recreational purposes may be
classified by general law and
assessed solely on the basis of
character or use.

(b) Pursuant to general law
tangible personal property held for
sale as stock in trade and livestock
may be valued for taxation at a
specified percentage of its value,
may be classified for tax purposes,
or may be exempted from
taxation.

NO. 4
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE VII, SECTION 17

ARTICLE VII
FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 17. Bonds for
acquiring transportation right-of-
way or for constructing bridges.-

~ (@) When authorized by
law, state bonds pledging the full
faith and credit of the state may be
issued, without a vote of the
electors, to finance or refinance the
cost of acquiring real property or
the rights to real property for
state roads as defined by law, or
to finance or refinance the cost of
state brldge constructlon and

property acquisition or state
bridge construction.

(b} Bonds issued under this
section shall be secured by a
pledge of and shall be payable
primarily from motor fuel or
special fuel taxes, except those
defined in Section 9(c) of Article




X11, as provided by law, and shall
additionally be secured by the full
faith and credit of the state.

(c) No bonds shall be issued
under this section unless a state
fiscal agency, created by law, has
made a determination that in no
state fiscal year will the debt

service requirements of the bonds
proposed to be issued and all other

bonds secured by the same

pledged revenues exceed ninety
percent of the pledged revenues

available for payment of such debt
service requirements, as defined

by law. For the purposes of this

subsection, the term “pledged
revenues” means all revenues
pledged to the payment of debt
service, excluding any pledge of
the full faith and eredit of the

NO. 5
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE VII, SECTION 3

ARTICLE VII
FINANCE AND TAXATION

SECTION 3. Taxes;
exemptions.--

(a) All property owned by a
municipality and used exclusively
by it for municipal or public
purposes shall be exempt from
taxation. A municipality, owning
property outside the municipality,
may be required by general law to
make payment to the taxing unit
in which the property is located.
Such portions of property as are
used predominantly for
educational, literary, scientific,

religious or charitable purposes

may be exempted by general law
from taxation.

(b) There shall be exempt
from taxation, cumulatively, to
every head of a family residing in
this state, household goods and
personal effects to the value fixed
by general law, not less than one
thousand dollars, and to every

widow or widower or person who

is blind or totally and permanently
disabled, property to the value
fixed by general law not less than
five hundred dollars.

(c) Any county or
municipality may, for the purpose
of its respective tax levy and
subject to the provisions of this
subsection and general law, grant
community and economic
development ad valorem tax
exemptions to new businesses and
expansions of existing businesses,
as defined by general law. Such an
exemption may be granted only by
ordinance of the county or

municipality, and only after the
electors of the county or
municipality voting on such
question in a referendum authorize
the county or municipality to
adopt such ordinances. An
exemption so granted shall apply
to improvements to real property
made by or for the use of a new
business and improvements to real
property related to the expansion
of an existing business and shall
also apply to tangible personal
property of such new business and
tangible personal property related
to the expansion of an existing
business. The amount or limits of
the amount of such exemption
shall be specified by general law.
The period of time for which such
exemption may be granted to a
new business or expansion of an
existing business shall be
determined by general law. The
authority to grant such exemption
shall expire ten years from the
date of approval by the electors of
the county or municipality, and
may be renewable by referendum
as provided by general law.

(d) By general law and
subject to conditions specified
therein, there may be granted an
ad valorem tax exemption to a
renewable energy source device
and to real property on which such
device is installed and operated, to
the value fixed by general law not
to exceed the original cost of the
device, and for the period of time
fixed by general law not to exceed
ten years.

NO. 6
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE 11, SECTION 5
ARTICLE XI, SECTIONS 2,
5 AND 6

ARTICLE 11
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 5. Public
officers.--

(a) No person holding any
office of emolument under any
foreign government, or civil office
of emolument under the United
States or any other state, shall
hold any office of honor or of
emolument under the government
of this state. No person shall hold
at the same time more than one
office under the government of the
state and the counties and
municipalities therein, except that
a notary public or military officer
may hold another office, and any
officer may be a member of a
constitution revision commission,
taxation and budget reform

,  constitutional
convention, or statutory body
having only advisory powers.

(b) Each state and county
officer, before entering upon the
duties of the office, shall give bond
as required by law, and shall swear
or affirm:

“I do solemnly swear (or
affirm) that I will support, protect,
and defend the Constitution and
Government of the United States
and of the State of Florida; that I
am duly qualified to hold office
under the Constitution of the
state; and that I will well and
faithfully perform the duties of
...(title of office)... on which I am
now about to enter. So help me
God.”, .
and therafter shall devote personal
attention to the duties of the
office, and continue in office until
his successor qualifies.

(c) The powers, duties,
compensation and method of
payment of state and county
officers shall be fixed by law.

ARTICLE XI
AMENDMENTS

SECTION 2. Revision
commission.--

(a) Within thirty days after
the adjournment of the regular
session of the legislature convened
in the tenth year following that in
which this constitution is adopted,
and each twentieth year
thereafter, there shall be
established a constitution revision
commission composed of the
following thirty-seven members:

(1) the attorney general of
the state;

(2) fifteen members selected
by the governor;

(3) nine members selected
by the speaker of the house of
representatives and nine members
selected by the president of the
senate; and

(4) three members selected
by the chief justice of the supreme
court of Florida with the advice of
the justices.

(b) The governor shall
designate one member of the
commission as its chairman.
Vacancies in the membership of
the commission shall be filled in
the same manner as the original
appointments.

(c) Each constitution
revision commission shall convene
at the call of its chairman, adopt
its rules of procedure, examine the
constitution of the state, except
for matters relating directly to
taxation or the state budgetary
process that are to be reviewed by
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the taxation and budget reform
commission established in section
6, hold public hearings, and, not

later than one hundred eighty °

days prior to the next general
election, file with the secretary of
state its proposal, if any, of a
revision of this constitution or any
part of it.

SECTION 5. Amendment
or revision election.--

(a) A proposed amendment
to or revision of this constitution,
or any part of it, shall be
submitted to the electors at the
next general election held more
than ninety days after the joint
resolution, initiative petition or
report of revision commission, er
constitutional convention or
taxation and budget reform
commission proposing it is filed
with the secretary of state, unless,
pursuant to law enacted by the
affirmative vote of three-fourths of
the membership of each house of
the legislature and limited to a
single amendment or revision, it is
submitted at an earlier special
election held more than ninety
days after such filing.

(b) Once in the tenth week,
and once in the sixth week
immediately preceding the week in
which the election is held, the
proposed amendment or revision,
with notice of the date of election
at which it will be submitted to the
electors, shall be published in one
newspaper of general circulation in
each county in which a newspaper
is published.

(c) If the proposed
amendment or revision is
approved by vote of the electors,
it shall be effective as an
amendment to or revision of the
constitution of the state on the
first Tuesday after the first
Monday in January following the
election, or on such other date as
may be specified in the
amendment or revision.

SECTION 6. Taxation and
budget reform commission.--

(a) Beginning in 1990 and
each tenth year thereaffer, there
shall be established a taxation and
budget reform commission
composed of the following

members:
~ (1) eleven members

selected by the governor, none of

whom shall be a member of the

legislature at the time of

appointment.

() seven members selected
by the speaker of the house of
representatives and seven
members selected by the president

of the senate, none of whom shall

be a member of the legislature at

the time of appointment.
(3) four non-voting ex
officio members, all of whom shall

information adequately supports a
strategic decisionmaking process.

(e) The commission shall
hold public hearings as it deems

be members of the legislature at
the time of appointment. Two of
these members, one of whom shall

necessary to carry out its
responsibilities under this section.
The commission shall issue. a

be a member of the minority party

report of the results of the review

in the house of representatives,

carried out, and propose to the

shall be selected by the speaker of
the house of representatives, and

legislature any recommended
statutory changes related to the

two of these members, one of
whom shall be a member of the

taxation or budgetary laws of the
state. Not later than one hundred
eighty days prior to the general

minority party in the senate, shall
be selectea by the president of the
senate. S

(b) Vacancies in the

election in the second year
following the year in which the
commission is established, the
commission shall file with the

membership of the commission
shall be filled in the same manner

secretary of state its proposal, if

as the original appointments.
(c) At its initial meeting,

any, of a revision of this

the members of the commission

constitution or any part of it
dealing with taxation or the state

shall elect a member who is not a
member of the legislature to serve
as chairman and the commission
shall adopt its rules of procedure.
Thereafter, the commission shall
convene at the call of the chairman.

of the full commission and the
concurrence of a majority of the
members appointed by the
governor pursuant in paragraph (a)
(1), a concurrence of a majority of
the members appointed by the
speaker of "the house ~of
representatives pursuant to

aragraph (a) (2), and a concurrence
g_f,g majority of the members
appointed by the president of the
senate pursuant to paragraph (a)
(2) shall be necessary for any
revision of this constitution or any
part of it fo be proposed by the
commission.

{d) The commission shall
examine the state budgetary
process, the revenue needs and
expenditure processes of the state,
the appropriateness of the tax
structure of the state, and

governmental productivity and
efficiency; review policy as it
relates to the ability of state and
local government to tax and
adequately fund governmental
operations and capital facilities
required to meet the state’s needs
during the next ten year period;
determine methods favored by the
citizens of the state to fund the
needs of the state, including
alternative methods for raising
sufficient revenues for the needs
of the state; determine measures
that could be instituted to
effectively gather funds™ from
existing tax sources; examine
constitutional limitations on
taxation and expenditures at the
state and local level; and review
the state’s comprehensive
planning, budgeting and needs
assessment processes to
determine whether the resulting
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budgetary process.

NO. 7
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE V, SECTION 10

ARTICLE V
TERMS OF OFFICE FOR
TRIAL COURT JUDGES

SECTION 10. Retention;
election and terms.--

(a) Any justice of the
supreme court or any judge of a
district court of -appeal may
qualify for retention by a vote of
the electors in the general election
next preceding the expiration of
his term in the manner prescribed
by law. If a justice or judge is
ineligible or fails to qualify for
retention, a vacancy shall exist in
that office upon the expiration of
the term being served by the
justice or judge. When a justice of
the supreme court or a judge of a
district court of appeal so
qualifies, the ballot shall read
substantially as follows: ‘‘Shall
Justice (or Judge) ...name of
justice or judge)... of the ...(name
of the court)... be retained in
office?”” If a majority of the
qualified electors voting within the
territorial jurisdiction of the court
vote to retain, the justice or judge
shall be retained for a term of six
years commencing on the first
Tuesday after the first Monday in
January following the general
election. If a majority of the
qualified electors voting within the
territorial jurisdiction of the court
vote to not retain, a vacancy shall
exist in that office upon the
expiration of the term being
served by the justice or judge.

(b) Circuit judges and
judges of county courts shall be




elected by vote of the qualified
electors within the territorial
jurisdiction of their respective
courts. The terms of circuit judges
shall be for six years. The terms

- of judges of county courts shall be
for six feur years.

NO. 8
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE V, SECTION I

ARTICLE V
CIVIL TRAFFIC HEARING
OFFICERS

SECTION 1. Courts.-The
judicial power shall be vested in a
supreme court, district courts of
appeal, circuit courts and county
courts. No other courts may be
established by the state, any
political subdivision or any
municipality. The legislature shall,
by general law, divide the state
into appellate court districts and
judicial circuits following county
lines. Commissions established by
law, or administrative officers or
bodies may be granted quasi-
judicial power in matters
connected with the functions of
their offices. The legislature may
establish by general law a civil

the purpose of hearing civil traffic
infractions.

NO. 9
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE IV, SECTIONS 11
AND 12

ARTICLE IV
DEPARTMENTS OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS AND
ELDERLY AFFAIRS

SECTION 11. Department
of Veterans Affairs.--The
Legislature, by general law, may
provide for the establishment of

the Department of Veterans

Affairs.

SECTION 12. Department
of  Elderly  Affairs.--The
Legislature may create a
Department of Elderly Affairs and
prescribe its duties. The provisions
governing the administration of
the department must comply with
Section 6 of Article IV of the State
Constitution.

NO. 10
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE I, SECTION 21

ARTICLE I
LIMITATION OF
NON-ECONOMIC DAMAGES
IN CIVIL ACTIONS

SECTION 1.

Article 1, Section 21 of the
Florida Constitution is amended
by adding the following: Provided
that a person entitled to recover
damages for bodily injury in any
action brought after the effective
date of this Amendment may not
recover an aggregate of more than
$100,000 for non-economic losses.
Non-economic losses include pain
and suffering, inconvenience,
mental anguish, loss of capacity to
enjoy life, loss of consortium and
other non-pecuniary losses.

SECTION 2.

Article 1, Section 21 of the
Florida Constitution is further
amended by adding the following:
By general law the maximum
amount recoverable may be
adjusted to conform to changes
that occur after the effective date
of this Amendment in a consumer
price index published by the
United States Government.

SECTION 3. Schedule.

A) If this Amendment is
held invalid for containing more
than one subject, this Amendment
shall be limited to Section 1.

B) This Amendment shall
take effect thirty days after the
date of the election at which it is
approved.

NO. 11
CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT
ARTICLE II, SECTION 9

ARTICLE II
ENGLISH IS THE OFFICIAL
LANGUAGE OF FLORIDA

SECTION 9. English is the
Official Language of Florida:

(a) English is the official
language of the state of Florida.

(b) The Legislature shall
have the power to enforce this
section by appropriate legislation.
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IN TESTIMONY
WHEREOF, I have
hereunto set my hand
and affixed the Great
Seal of the State of
Florida at Tallahassee,
The Capital, this the
15th day of August,
A.D., 1988.

JIM SMITH
SECRETARY OF
STATE

* The first nine amendments were
proposed by the Florida
Legislature and are coded as
follows:

CODING: Words strieken are
deletions; words underlined are
additions.

The remaining two amendments
were proposed by initiative and
are not coded.




